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No one must be unaware of the importance of the GA [general as¬ 
sembly] this evening (Thursday, 16 May). For two days individuals one 
recognizes from having previously seen them peddling their party lines 
have succeeded in sowing confusion and in smothering the GAs under 
a barrage of bureaucratic manipulations whose clumsiness clearly 
demonstrates the contempt they have for this assembly. 

This assembly must learn to make itself respected, or disappear. Two 
points must be discussed in priority: 

-WHO IS IN CONTROL OF THE SECURITY MARSHALS? whose 
disgusting role is intolerable. 

-WHY IS THE PRESS COMMITTEE—which dares to censor the 
communiques that it is charged to transmit to the agencies—composed 
of apprentice journalists who are careful not to disappoint the ORTF 
bosses or jeopardize their future job possibilities? 

Apart from this: as the workers are beginning to occupy several 
factories in France, FOLLOWING OUR EXAMPLE AND WITH THE 
SAME RIGHT WE HAVE, the Sorbonne Occupation Committee issued 
a statement approving of this movement at 3:00 this afternoon. The 
central problem of the present GA is therefore to declare itself by a 
clear vote supporting or disavowing this appeal of its Occupation Com¬ 
mittee. In the case of a disavowal, this assembly will then have taken 
the responsibility of reserving for the students a right that it refuses 
to the working class; and in that case it is clear that it will no longer 
want to concern itself with anything but a Gaullist reform of the uni¬ 
versity. 
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SLOGANS TO BE SPREAD NOW 
*3 BY EVERY MEANS 

•s|i TfcoR/«-o/l / 

-r~^a(leaflets, announcements over microphones, comic strips, songs, graf- 
balloons on paintings in the Sorbonne, announcements in theaters 
—gUduring films or while disrupting them, balloons on subway billboards, 
before making love, after making love, in elevators, each time you 
raise your glass in a bar): 

rOCCUPY THE FACTORIES 
POWER TO THE WORKERS COUNCILS 
ABOLISH CLASS SOCIETY 

DOWN WITH THE SPECTACLE COMMODITY SOCIETY 
ABOLISH ALIENATION 
ABOLISH THE UNIVERSITY 

i HUMANITY WONT BE HAPPY TILL THE LAST BUREAUCRAT 
IS HUNG WITH THE GUTS OF THE LAST CAPITALIST 
‘DEATH TO THE COPS 

r REE ALSO THE 4 GUYS CONVICTED FOR LOOTING DURING 
THE 6 MAY RICT 


OCCUPATION COMMITTEE OF THE 
AUTONOMOUS AND POPULAR SORBONNE UNIVERSITY 
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16 May 1968, 7:00 p.m. 


Revolutionary Organisation 

At least one lesson has been learned: what was mis 
sing was not a small party which could direct a large 
mass* what was missing was the consciousness and confi¬ 
dence on the part of the entire working population that 
they could themselves direct their social activity. 

If the workers had possessed this consciousness on the 
day they occupied their factories, they would have pro¬ 
ceeded to expropriate their exploiters; in the absence 
of this consciousness, no party could have ordered the 
workers to take the factories into their own hands. Wha 
was missing was class consciousness in the mass of the 
working population, not the party discipline of a small 
group. And class consciousness cannot be created by a 
closed, secret group but only by a vast, open movement 
which develops forms of activity which aim openly to 
subvert the existing social order by eliminating the 
servant-mentality from the entire working population. 

PARIS, June 24, 1968, 

F. Perlman 
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OCCUPATION COMMITTEE OF THE 
AUTONOMOUS AND POPULAR SORBONNE UNIVERSITY 
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F. Perlman - Worker - Student Action Committee 1968 . 
J. Brecher - Strike (on the U.S.A.). 

V. Fisera - Anthologies on Czechoslovakia and France 
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Address to All Workers 


What we have done in France now haunts Europe. Soon 
t will threaten all the ruling classes of the world, from 
the bureaucrats of Moscow and Peking to the millionaires 
Df Washington and Tokyo. Just as we have made Pans 
dance the international proletariat will again take up arms 
against every capital city of every state, every citadel of 
every alienation. The occupation of factories and ot 
government buildings throughout the entire country 
hasn’t just stopped the economy—it has called the whole 
meaning of social life into question. Almost everybody 
wants to • stop living this way. We are already a 
revolutionary movement. Ail we need is widespread 
consciousness of what we have already done and we will 
be the masters of this revolution. 


Who will try to save capitalism? The regime can only 
save itself by the threat of calling in the army (along 
with the promise of general elections as soon as everyone 
has eone home). It may even use sudden armed repression 
straight away. As for the eventual rise to power of the 
left’, it will also try and defend the old world by conces¬ 
sions on the one hand and by violence on the other. The 
so-called Communist Party, the party of Stalinist bureau¬ 
crats, which has fought the whole movement from the 
very first and only began to question de Gaulle’s govern¬ 
ment when it saw that de Gaulle could no longer 
protect it, would in this event be the chosen safeguard o 
a Popular Front government. Such.a transitional govern¬ 
ment could only become a ‘Kerenskyism’ if the Stalinists 
were to be defeated. Essentially this depends upon the 
workers: upon their consciousness and upon their ability 
to organise themselves autonomously. Those who turned 
down the ridiculous contract agreements offered them 
(agreements that overjoyed the trades union leaders) 
have still to discover that while they cannot receive 
much more within the framework of the existing 
economy they can take everything if they transform the 
very bases of the economy on their own behalf. The 
bosses can hardly pay any more; but they could 
disappear. 

The movement today was not ‘politicised’ by going 
beyond the unions’ pennypinching demands for mcreas 
wages and pensions, and other so-called social pro • 
The movement is beyond politics; it poses the socud 
question in all its nudity. A revolution that has been 
building up for a hundred years is about to erupt again. 
It must evolve its own forms. It is already too late for a 
bureaucratic-revolutionary facelift. When Andre Baqooet, 
all fresh from his de-Stalinisation, calls for a single 
organisation grouping ‘all the true forces of th 


lution-forces whose roots lie in Trotsky, or in Mao, 
in anarchy or in situationism’ we have only to remember 
that niether the Trotskyites nor the Maoists, to say 
nothing of the pitiable ‘Anarchist Federation’, have got 
anything whatsoever to do with the present revolution. 
The bureaucrats may want to change their minds about 
what is ‘authentically revolutionary’; the authentic 
revolution, however, doesn’t have to change its mind 
about what is bureaucratic. 

Today, with the power they hold and with the parties 
and unions for what they are, the workers can only 
throw themselves into a direct takeover of the economy, 
into a complete reconstruction of the whole of social 
life. This by means of unitary committees at the base, 
maintaining their autonomy vis-a-vis all political and 
trade union leadership, protecting themselves by federat¬ 
ing locally and nationally. By following this pattern they 
will become the only real power in the country, the 
power of the workers’ councils. If it does not do this, 
then because it is ‘either revolutionary or it is nothing’, 
the proletariat will become nothirg again. It will be back 
glued to the TV. 

What distinguishes the power of the council^? The 
disappearance of all exterior power: direct and total 
democracy; strictly mandated delegates subject to imme¬ 
diate recall: the abolition ofhierarehy and of all detached 
specialisation: the permanent creative participation of all 
ordinary people: international extension and co¬ 
ordination. Nothing less will do. Watch out for 
recuperators, however updated they may be—including 
priests-however much they may talk about self-manage¬ 
ment, even about workers’ councils. They always give 
themselves away by one thing: they try to save the value 
of their own intellectual specialisation, thus assuring 
their role in any future bureaucracy. 

What is essential today is what has been essential since 
the beginning of the working-class movement: the 
autonomy of the working class; the struggle for the 
abolition of wage-labour, of commodity production and 
of the state; the creation of conscious history; the 
elimination of all forms of separation, of ‘everything 
that exists apart from individuals’. The proletarian 
revolution has spontaneously evolved its own forms in 
the councils: in St Petersburg in 1905, in Turin in 1920, 
in Catalonia in 1936, in Budapest in 1956. The continued 
existence of the previous ruling classes, or the formation 
of new ones, necessitated each time the suppression of 
the councils. Now the working class knows its enemies 
and the way they fight.’ The revolutionary organisation 
had to learn that it could no longer fight alienation in 
alienated forms’ (The Society of the Spectacle). The 
workers’ councils are the only answer. Every other form 
of revolutionary struggle has ended up with the very 
opposite of what it was originally looking for. 

leaflet, May 1968 
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In their Own Words o 

It seems slightly absurd - with the resistance 
to the Poll Tax gathering momentum, with the 
vote of Le ' Pen's Front National equalling the 
Left vote (Greens, Stalinists, Trotskyists) - 
to highlight what happened 20 years ago. 

Yet two strands of 'left 1 opinion are doing 
precisely this. On the one hand, the nostal- 
gists who celebrate their own notoriety and use 
to the system, recuperating protest as cynicism. 
On the other, the Leninist 'survivors' who 
trot out the usual panacea, the Revolutionary 
Party, as if 1968 wasn't plagued with would- 
be Leaders trying to regiment the struggle. The 
material here is drawn from France, but in some 
ways the events in the U.S.A. and Czechoslovakia 
were just as significant. The year also heralded 
the start of 12 years of ferment in Poland and 
Italy, past silenced by repression. 

BOOKS WORTH READING / WRITTEN AT THE TIME 

P Cerny - Czechoslovakia 1968, Solidarity . 

Bm Brinton - Paris 1968, Dark Star Pamphlets . 
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